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Welcome to February!

Quick Dates for this month:
Date Event Time
2/8 RC Closed  

2/11
Mandatory Ashland Trip Meeting

[details]
noon

2/15 RC Closed  

3/5 Follywood 7pm

3/25 Spring Dance [details]
7-

10pm

4/15 Talent Sharing t.b.a.

 

This month at AFE
AFE Yearbook Help Needed

It is time to start getting ready for the yearbook.

Taking photos, making pages, choosing a theme, etc.

I would like to have a meeting sometime in February.

If you are interested in helping in any way please let

me know via zannaboo@ymail.com.  

 

Mark your calendars

The RC will be closed on the following dates: 
February 8 — Lincoln's Birthday Holiday 

February 15 — President's Day Holiday 

April 4–8 — Spring Break Holiday 

May 30 — Memorial Day Holiday 
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June 9 — Last Student Day 
 

AFE Calendar
Would you like the AFE calendar to appear in your
Google Calendars? If yes, then click this link. Once
you see AFE's calendar, click this icon at the bottom
to add it to your calendar: 

Future events
Spring Dance
Hello all AFE students and
families, we’re happy to
announce this year’s spring
dance! Taking place on
Friday March 25th from
7:00-10:00 pm, it will follow
our widely requested
“decades” theme, this year’s
decade, the 1940s! We invite anyone and everyone
to don your best Rita Hayworth black satin gown, or
your most dashing Humphrey Bogart checkered wool
sportcoat (neither required, but both highly
encouraged), and come to our lovely springtime

dance! Along with beautiful
music and a sleek
dancefloor, competitive
gaming tables will be
provided, complete with
beverages, refreshments,
(and gluten and nut free
options) available for
purchase, there isn’t a

reason in the world not to come! More information
with be posted in the Resource Center soon, but
mark your calendars, and get ready for a great time! 
 

AFE Talent Sharing
Mark your calendars!  This year AFE's  Talent
Sharing, will be on  Friday April 15.  Please begin to
think about  which of your many talents you would
like to share with our community.  Dancing, Skits,
Solo singing, Group singing, instrument playing,
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Parent Club
Support AFE! Visit the

Parent Club box at the

bottom of this page.



demonstrations, gymnastic, martial arts, circus
routines and so much more!  Details of signing up will
be in next month's news letter.  Remember: 2
minutes maximum time per person, 5 minutes
maximum time for groups.  Shine your light! 
 

[Return to Table of Contents]

Thanks for all the
great photos! To view
more photos of AFE
activities click this

link!

AFE Community News

Follywood!
Save the date: March 5th 2016!  

   Follywood is only about a month away on Saturday March 5th so be sure to save the
date and start working on your swanky Follywood outfits!  For those of you who are new to
AFE or new to Follywood, this event is perfect to bring on the swag.  It's a fancy, Oscar-like
event complete with red carpet, paparazzi, and golden trophies. There will be lots of
schmoozing and picture-taking (be sure to bring your camera) before the entertainment
begins. This is your opportunity to dress up in your finest, most outrageous, over-the-top
formal wear. 
   Before the show, there will be finger food (brought by all who are inspired to contribute)
and sparkling cider (provided by AFE). Follywood offers an opportunity to show off your
fancy culinary and creative food presentation skills! Please contribute to the atmosphere of
the event by bringing finger food to share—we will all be very appreciative! 
   If you have been working on a film and just couldn’t get it done by the deadline (which
was 1/27/16) please contact Otto ASAP. 
   Hype!

- The 2016 Follywood Squad
More Follywood: 
In 2008 Nick Wallace launched a revolutionary YouTube channel dedicated to eternally



preserving Follywood videos to inspire young filmmakers in the AFE community. This year
brings a new era of content availability, Follywood fans rejoice!  
   There are now 10 more funky-fresh videos for your viewing pleasure, spanning the past
3 years, and the channel has a spiffy new look featuring Malakai’s photoshop skills. It looks
great, and is definitely worth a moment of your time. Click here to view. 
   For an opportunity to have your present or past Follywood submissions posted in the
coveted Follywood archives on YouTube, please get me a copy of your film. 

   -Otto, Director of Follywood 2016

Ashland Trip
Deposit Due Date and Mandatory* Lunch Meeting  
Noon Thurs. 2/11 
The BSSC Library (up one flight of stairs in the main building) 
All students who are attending the Ashland trip and their parents must attend this meeting
to go over our Behavior Expectations, sign the Field Trip Forms, and turn in the $250 trip
deposit. Checks are made out to AFE Parent Club. If you would like to request a partial
scholarship please contact me ahead of time. Our meeting will start promptly at noon in the
BSSC Library (up one flight of stairs in the main building). 
   *I hate to use the word mandatory, but I just couldn't find another word that expresses
just how important it is for all to attend. If for some circumstance you are unable to be
there, please send a proxy parent to relay the information conveyed, and make
arrangements to meet separately with me. –Jasmin  
 

News from the RC
Please check the Free Boxes! There are books and texts that may interest you. 
   We have many New Arrivals on the shelf between math and social studies sections. If
there are any books, kits, or games you would like to see in our RC, please let Dorothee
know, dledbetter@sccs.net or in person. 
 

New Scrip Fundraiser
NO COST TO YOU AFE FUNDRAISER!

DO YOUR REGULAR SHOPPING AT STORES ALL OVER SANTA CRUZ 
& AFE CAN GET A KICKBACK PERCENTAGE FROM THE STORES

AT NO COST TO YOU!
Do you or your business buy from:  Regal Theaters, CVS, Kohl’s, Sports Authority,
amazon, Macy’s, Groupon, Fandango, the GAP, itunes, Staples, Target, Bed Bath &
Beyond, Office Depot, Home Depot, Best Buy, etc….?  If so, please consider buying
electronic gift cards to pay for your purchases & AFE will get a percentage (which varies by
retailer).  The donation to AFE comes from the retailer. 
   Similar to our on-going Staff of Life, New Leaf, and Whole Foods fundraisers, AFE has
started another on-going fundraiser with an umbrella program that offers multiple retailers
around town and beyond. Click here for a complete list of businesses that offer electronic
gift cards (“ScripNow”) & the percentage of your purchase that will go to AFE.  
   The KEY to getting a kickback percentage for AFE is to pay for your purchases using
electronic gift cards. You can print out them out, or access them via a website on your
phone. You can buy electronic gift cards ahead of time, or while you are in the store, and



show the code on your Android or iPhone when checking out. Once you are set up it’s

super easy, & I can lead you through the set-up. 

   The Parent Club needs to raise money to pay for the AFE programs that you love:

Follywood, Theater, Clay, Rocketry, Sports Teams, resources for the RC, and

countless other things that the Parent Club pays for. This is an easy way that your

shopping can help raise money to continue these programs without any cost to you! 

   The program is called the Great Lakes Scrip Center (GLSC) and they are the umbrella

program that we get our Whole Foods gift cards through. So if you’re already enrolled in

the Whole Foods program, you’re already set up to start buying from the other retailers on

the list. 

   You DON’T need a Whole Foods card to buy from the other retailers, you just need to set

up a family account which is quick and easy and requires no financial information. (Click

here for registration instructions.) 

   You can choose to pay for your electronic gift cards with a check made out the the AFE

Parent Club, and dropped off in the RC (Whole Foods envelope) or you can set up a

“Presto Pay” account which takes care of payment online and you’ll have access to your

electronic gift cards almost immediately (this service adds a $0.15 fee to you per shopping

cart - example:  if you ordered $100 for amazon + $30 for Regal Theaters you would be

charged $130.15 and AFE would be credited ~$6). The electronic gift cards can be used

multiple times until the funds are depleted, then you buy more electronic gift cards as you

need them. 

   This program has tremendous earning potential for AFE. With a handful of people trying

out the program (mostly shopping at Whole Foods) we’ve raised $300 for AFE in 4 months.

The program is a lot to take in and I am happy to walk you through it and answer questions

as they come up.  Please click here to get in touch with Melisa or find me on the AFE

roster (I’m Otto’s mom). You can ask questions of me or Ruthie, who will be the coordinator

for this program next year.  

Videos about the GLSC scrip program, electronic gift cards “ScripNow”, and “Presto

Pay”

Flyer about electronic gift cards “ScripNow"

Flyer about paying online “Presto Pay”

Videos about using your phone to redeem electronic gift cards “ScripNow”

Click here for registration instructions

IMPORTANT REMINDER
Please make sure that all foods brought on the AFE campus and to all AFE events are

peanut and peanut oil free. This includes lunches, snacks, food projects, bake sale items

 and all potluck dishes. Thanks so much for your cooperation. We strive to make all of our

AFE events accessible to everyone.  
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Enrichment Classes
K‐2 Enrichment
Kindergarten-Second Grade 



Thérèse Johannesson 

Maker Monday Parent Co-op. January has been an exciting month with the building of

paper towers and the recording of our "Chin Face" Follywood movies. We've enjoyed

getting to know Peter, our teacher for the next few weeks. 

Thursday Movers and Shakers w/Therese: We are celebrating

civil rights, reading about Rosa Parks and Martin Luther King

and singing "We shall overcome."  We are also singing and

playing games in Spanish. We continue partner games and body

percussion as well as songs accompanied by various pitched

and un-pitched instruments. In February we will make another

trip to the library and we hope to take a walking field trip to the

post office. 

In the Garden: As we let our garden beds rest for the winter the nitrogen in the fava bean

beds replenish and nourish the soil. We have also started our "French Fry" bed, planting

potatoes from the "eyes" of a potato.  We staked our volunteer sweet peas, and will add

some string for the vines to weave through. Our daffodils are beginning to send their first

spears up through the soil. Please come and visit our magical garden! 

Contact Thérèse at tjohannesson@sccs.net. [Click here for photos.] 

 

California History
Grades 3-5 
Wednesdays 10:00–12:30  
Nancy Aylsworth

This month we continued learning about the Westward migration, what pioneers needed on

the trip and the many hazards pioneers faced on their journey west. Then we had fun

creating a gold mining boom town right in Palazzo Studio!  Some students were

shopkeepers and others gold miners, and sure enough the most prosperous folks did not

strike it rich through finding gold!  We heard the story of James Marshall finding gold at

John Sutter's mill and how once the secret got out, word spread around the world and took

various routes to get here: We read about the success of Levi Strauss with his jeans and

Sam Brannan who set up a general store in Coloma, right in gold country, and became the

first millionaire of the gold rush.  

   I am particularly appreciative to the parents who went to Sacramento for a training at

Sutter's Fort for our overnight later this spring.  

   Call Nancy Aylsworth for more information at 429-3898 x334. 

 

Marine Science
Grades 6-8 
Tuesdays from 10-12:30 

Beginning 2/2/16 

Mark Thomas 

Marine Science Seminar for grades 6-8 will meet in the Palazzo studio from 10-12:30

every Tuesday starting 2/2. The class is designed to introduce the world of marine biology

in a fun yet challenging series of activities, exercises, research reports, field trips and

games. Students will be asked to share their work at every class. In fact, since research



notes that teenagers learn best from each other, we will do activities designed to learn from

one another. The last Friday of the month will be reserved for field trips from 10-2:30. This

will give us the opportunity to study organisms in their natural element on foot and by boat

as well as those on display in Aquaria. Click here to see photos of our aquarium trip. 

             

   Any questions, drop me a line or give me a call, 566-0631. Thank you, Mark. 

 

Science Fiction Literature 
Grades 6-8, fall or spring semester  

Tuesdays, 10:00–12:30pm in Room 2  

Beginning 2/2/16 

Peter Deutsch 

Peter and students in grades 6–8 will explore the genre of science fiction literature and

some classic stories and authors. We will look at the common questions and issues that

are addressed in this genre (What might the future be like? How might technology and

science discoveries affect us? What if….?). In class we will: read short stories, investigate

the history of science fiction, discuss and analyze the materials, work in teams to design

alien worlds and fictional stories, and share this work through art, performance and

writing.  

   Students will be expected to do weekly written homework with parent support and

editing. Assignments will include shorter weekly work as well as reading and analyzing a

novel, writing a creative short story, and watching and analyzing a movie and a TV show.

Active learning, games and some PE will be a regular part of the class. We will also have a

short break for snacks in the middle of the class time. 

Questions? Contact Peter at 429-3898 x330 or pdeutsch@sccs.net   

 

Topics in Ecology, Part 2
High School 

Thursdays, 1-3pm AFE Room 2 

Joanne Brown 



This month our Ecology class welcomed award-winning
photographer, Steve Mandel. Steve shared his beautiful photos
that capture images of endangered animals in the wild. Please
visit his website to see his amazing photos and learn more about
his work to help wildlife. 
   Thank you to all those students and family members who
participated in our Pogonip Habitat restoration!  Our students
and families removed an impressive amount of invasive French
broom and cotoneaster, clearing room for the return of native
species. Click here to view Pogonip restoration photos. 
   Students researched careers in ecology and conservation for
 their final class presentations. Potential career paths included bee-keeping, environmental
law, hurricane hunter, park ranger, fire ecologist, wildlife photographer, nature writer, eco-
informatics, conservation scientist/ecologist, elephant care-giver and ecotoxicologist. 
   Thanks to all of the students for their enthusiastic participation in this class! 
   Contact Joanne Brown jvbrown@sccs.net 429-3898 ext. 237. 
 

Leadership & Communication 
High School 
Grades 9–12. Thursdays, 10am to noon, Room 2  
Jasmin Gerer 
Leadership and Communication students did a phenomenal job
last Friday evening presenting their final speeches to an
audience of parents, family members, teachers, and classmates.
(Thanks to SCCS District Assessment Specialist Junnue
Partida for donating the podium!) 
   Students spoke about their leadership projects, communications challenges they had
overcome, and skills they had learned over the course of the semester.  
   Abe Jellinek started the evening describing Megaphone an app he created that can be
used by people in crisis situations to easily communicate and share information with each
other. Download the app on your Android device. 
   Matt Burns described what he learned about public speaking and what he appreciated
about the challenges he had faced. 
   Jacqui Chavez gave an overview of how she organized the AFE MLK Campus Clean
Up Day and thanked those who participated.  
   Ben Teener announced his plans for the Rocky Horror Teen Shadowcast that he is
producing this summer. See his GoFund Me campaign for details. 
   Cypress Appley shared his interest in nature and an upcoming hike to Big Basin that he
is leading. 
   Van Swanson conveyed plans for a clean up he and his friends will be doing to thank his
Seabright neighbors. 
   Dylan Slaven talked about the importance and benefits of forgiving someone who has
wronged you. 
   Orion Furnish shared how challenging speaking in public was for him and what he had
gained by overcoming his fear. 
   Hana Francis described a clean up she organized that removed 200 lbs of trash and



what she had learned about listening to others when communicating. 
   Jonah Harder discussed the confidence he has gained and the skills he has learned
through writing and giving speeches and how these skills will help him for the rest of his
life.  
   Rachel Menge shared the progress she has made in her quest to replace disposable
plastic cups with reusable water bottles at Junior State of America conventions. 
   Haley Kintz, who wasn't able to be there in person, submitted a video in which she
showed a junk room at her church that she transformed into a useable space.  
   Mason Kelly gave a presentation on his project to maintain Volleyball lines at the
Boardwalk Beach courts throughout the winter.  
   Aidan Brekka shared what he has learned about communication and debating at JSA
conventions. 
   Shelton Brown gave an overview and a sample mini lecture for the Art History class he'll
be teaching for AFE this semester. 
   Maddy Stafford closed the evening describing her art project –The Gap Between You
and Me– for which she conducted a survey of what makes people happy and what their
greatest worries are and then created an illustration showing the 314 responses she
received from around the world. [Read Maddy's speech and see her artwork.] 
   It was a truly memorable evening for the audience who was moved, inspired, and
entertained by the speakers. –Jasmin 
 

New Spring Semester Classes
Dramatic Literature
High School 
Grades 9–12. Thursdays, 10am to 12:15, Room 2  
Starting Feb. 4 
Jasmin Gerer 
It's the Spring semester and we are continuing our AFE tradition of studying and seeing
plays performed at the Oregon Shakespeare Festival in Ashland the first week in May. The
repertoire we'll be studying this year includes Shakespeare's Twelfth Night,
Dickens's Great Expectations, an Amazon folktale adapted by Marisela Traviño Orta titled
River Bride, and the music and libretto of Gilbert and Sullivan's opera Yeomen of the
Guard.  
   Our class meets Thursday mornings 10:00 - 12:15 Feb. 4th through May 12th. 3-5
hours each week of reading, research, and written analysis are integral to preparing us for
the performances and earning five English credits. The Ashland trip departs Monday May
2nd and returns Thursday May 5th. If you are interested in joining but did not attend the
November planning meeting, please contact Jasmin Gerer for more information at
jgerer@sccs.net or by leaving a message at 429-3898 ext 332. 
 

Real Stories
A Journey in Creative Nonfiction

Open to AFE High School Students 
Up to 5 credits 



Thursdays 1-3pm beginning Spring Semester 
FIRST CLASS FEBRUARY 4th   
Instructor Joanne Brown 

Tell all the truth but tell it slant. 
        --Emily Dickinson-- 
     
What is creative nonfiction?  
Telling a true story in a creative way 
Turning real life into art 
Engaging your reader in a true story 
Combining creativity with research 

This course will focus on the variety of ways that well known authors structure their
creative nonfiction writing. You’ll have lots of opportunities to focus on your own  writing
style using the personal essay, the braided essay, and personal reportage. Topics will
include memoir, nature writing, travel writing, historical nonfiction, interview skills, and
more. Class time will be a workshop format, with ample opportunity to share your writing in
a safe and supportive environment.  You will be expected to attend and participate in class,
turn in weekly writing assignments, and complete at least one 3-5 page piece of writing to
share with the class during workshop time. You’ll read and discuss nonfiction pieces from
multiple sources. Since this is an interactive class, it’s essential that everyone complete the
weekly reading/writing assignments.  Make a commitment to participate fully before joining
our class. I look forward to sharing your stories!  
   Still not sure what Creative Nonfiction is? Check out this link for a rundown.  
   There is a class sign-up sheet in the resource center. For more information, contact
Joanne Brown jvbrown@sccs.net 429-3898 ext. 237.
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AFE Community Classes
Coming Soon: Design
10 - 12 weeks starting in Feb 
exact Time TBA 
Are you interested in learning about layout skills, photo enhancement, color, and
typography? I haven't decided if this will be a series of stand alone workshops or a
continuous class—let me know what you prefer.  Email Zan at zannaboo@ymail.com if you
have input on the format (or time), or to sign up. 
 

AFE Basketball
Co-ed Basketball Season is Underway & we are doing great! 
   Basketball is open to all 6-12 grade students.  Whether you are an old hand or brand
new to the game you are welcome to join the fun. Practices are Tuesdays from 3:15 to
4:30 at the Branciforte Small Schools Campus (BSSC) basketball courts & Thursdays form
11-12:15 at the gym of the old PCS & Natural Bridges Elementary School.  Games on
Friday are in the morning with times TBA each week (and sometimes switched that same



week!) Some students come only to practices, while others join in a practice or two as well
the Friday games.  We have had the good fortune of winning our first two league games
AND having a great time!  Any questions, drop me a line or give me a call, 566 0631.
Thank you, Mark 

 

Shawn’s Super Sewing Class
Returns to AFE starting 2/26! 
Palazzo Studio, Tuesdays 1:00 to 3:00. Sewing machine required. No previous knowledge
of sewing needed. This class teaches students how to use the sewing machine. Pillow
cases, coasters and jammie pants are sewn. Please email Shawn Lorette Hoover, Rory’s
mom, at shawnlorette@mac.com for further information, or phone at 831-426-2004. There
is a small fee to help cover my costs for my time, expertise and miscellaneous materials.  
 

AFE Theater
Congratulations to our Where the Mountain Meets the Moon
cast! They sold out their first two performances so fast we had to
add another. They had a full house for all three shows and
performed spectacularly! Click here for photos. 
  Our K-2 actors have started their production of Two Left Feet
and will have a single performance in March. 
 

AFE TARC Team
fights against weather and bureaucracy….



The AFE TARC team continues to make slow progress in their

quest to reach the National competition this May. Unfortunately

the team was rained out from launches at Moffett Field in both

December and January, but did manage to get a launch in near

Stockton at Snow Ranch on January 2nd. It’s also looking bleak

for future Moffett Field launches after February due to a site

management conflict. The team is working hard to get a new

local launch site and accelerate their practice flights.  Stay tuned

for updates in March and April. [Click for photos.] 

 

AFE Guitar/Ukelele Group
Thursdays, 1:30-2:30 Palazzo 

This is a parent led class.We have a few extra guitars to loan out. We learn chords and

how to accompany simple songs. Students can suggest songs for us to learn. We will start

fresh this semester so if you are interested in joining us please contact Therese at

tjohannesson@sccs.net. 

 

AFE Madrigal Singers
This semester, several members of this group will begin to share their favorite acapella

pieces with us. We'll continue our early music repertoire as well. If you are an experienced

Choral singer with an affinity for early music and would like to join our group, please

contact Therese at tjohannesson@sccs.net. 

 

An Introduction to Money
Time: Wednesdays, 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
Instructor: Elizabeth Andrews 
New students welcome! Email Elizabeth 
Price: Free. Students should bring a scientific calculator to class. 
Course Description: In this mixture of personal finance and economics, we will explore

how money moves through our lives, businesses, and societies, through hands-on

activities, real-world simulations, and class discussions. Because the class is designed to

be a challenging and engaging application of mathematics to social science, it is open to

middle school and high school students who are already proficient with pre-algebra skills

including exponents, the use of variables in equations, and calculations with negative

numbers and percents. Optional homework will consist of videos and/or podcasts

reinforcing the topics discussed in class. Topics will build on each other, so it would be best

if students can plan to attend regularly. Feel free to email me with questions:

elizandrews24@gmail.com. 

 

Defying Physics
Designing and Constructing Catapults, Bridges, and Towers 

Grades 6-8 

Mondays 9:30-11:20 

Let me know if you have any questions: dustend@gmail.com 

 



Clay Studio

CLAY STUDIO for ALL AGES, Tuesdays from 1-3pm!! If you
like to get your hands dirty then this is the place for you! AFE’s
open clay studio meets once a week for 2 hours. You can come
every week, you can come for half the class, you can bring your
parent, or NOT, unless of course you are under 9 years old then
they have to tag along.   
   The class is unstructured which allows you to work on
whatever project you like once you have the basics down, which
most of you do. For newbies to clay I will get you up to speed
and you will be making cool sculptures or cups or bowls in no
time at all. The class is mostly hand building, we have a slab roller and lots of texture tools
and we do have wheels that you can try, and try, and try until you are throwing like an
animal. Of course wheel work brings the hands dirty up another level, sometimes to head
to toe messy.  
   The cost is $35 per student per semester, which pays for clay, glazes and firings.
However, no one will be turned away. Any questions, you can call me at 818-8660. Ciao,
Kathleen [Click for photos] 
 
Family Art Studio
Palazzo Art Studio  
Fridays noon - 3pm 
Feel like exercising your artistic muscles and getting those creative juices flowing? Then
come join us in the Palazzo Art Studio on Friday afternoons from noon until 3. Family Art
Studio is  set up as a non - structured time for all members of the AFE community to come
together and pool our creative juices. Each week I will have something set up to draw from
life, whether it be a still life, a model, an interior scene or some interesting or unusual
object. If drawing from life is not your cup of tea, there will also be plenty of space and
supplies available to work on anything that may interest you. All the supplies in the Palazzo
studio will be available to work with: watercolor, colored pencils, shrinky plastic,
zentangles,  collage,  paints, pastels, and more. Whether you're a student, parent, or
teacher, whether you're a seasoned artist or "can't draw a stick figure", you're all
encouraged to participate! Come for 3 hours or 30 minutes, whatever works for you. I hope
to see you there!  
   If you have any questions or if you would like to donate supplies to the art studio, contact
Karylann Love at karylannlove@gmail.com  
 



Games Group
Come over to Classroom 2 every Friday from noon to three (or whatever part of those
three hours work for you) for good times with friends old and new, and AFE's very
large collection of award-winning and classic games for all ages! Bring your own games
and/or snacks to share as well! The youngest among us can often be found sitting in the
middle of the room playing with Lego or blocks, or outside playing tag, in addition to the
games, and parents can usually be found socializing, knitting, etc. while playing games, so
truly something for everyone! There is also a group of young artists who like to come and
sketch and show each other their artwork in addition to playing games. 
 

Puzzles Group
Fridays 12-3, Room 2 
All-ages puzzles group, focusing mainly on mechanical puzzles like the Rubik's Cube. I will
be teaching people how to solve puzzles and understand the solution patterns. People can
drop in any time during the 3 hours. Please bring your own puzzles! Erik Ledbetter 
 

JSA
JSA (Junior State of America) is a student-run organization focused on politics and current
events, and AFE students can participate! Our chapter meets every Wednesday at
1:00pm in Room 2, with a variety of activities such as debates, thought talks, and crisis
scenarios. JSA is predominantly a high school club, but interested eighth graders are
welcome to attend! 
 

AFE High School Acapella Group
Are you a moderately experienced High School singer that would like to branch out into
more challenging music, like covers that the group "Pentatonix"  does? If you are
interested in joining us please contact Therese at tjohannesson@sccs.net. 
 

Water the Weeds Improv
There will be 3 10-week sessions, one in each season. Questions? Call me, Joya, 831-
426-2935. Email Joya.
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Thanks!
Campus Cleanup
I wanted to give a big thank you to everyone who came to help
with the AFE Beautification on Monday! The campus looks
transformed! Thank you for weeding the beds and circular area,
pruning the plants, carting away many wheelbarrows of green
waste and compost material, sweeping, cleaning up behind the
buildings, moving barrels, and mulching! So much was done in
the sun by the 23 people showed up! After we worked hard we



appreciated the pizza donated by Yolanda Chavez and Zan LaHara. 
   Big thanks to: Jesse Steshenko, Briza Melgarejo, Kellen Leach, Max Freedman, Malakai
Wade, Aidan Brekka, Parker Haenny, Janice Westlake, Zephyra Paxton, Sophia
Alexander-Sidhom, Otto Schwarm, Ben Teener,  Hayley Kintz, Lori Kintz, the entire
Luddington Family, Therese Johannesson and special thanks to Jasmin Gerer who helped
me come up with this project and helped me plan it. [View photos]

- Jacqui Chavez

More appreciations
Thank you:

to SCCS District Assessment Specialist Junnue Partida who purchased and
donated a speaker's podium when she heard that we were looking for one for
Leadership and Communication class. 
to Cindy Baxter for her dedication and her many years of supporting our AFE
website! 
to the Brekka Family for coming early and staying late to help set up and clean for
the Leadership and Communications final speeches and potluck evening. 
to Jacqui Chavez for leading our Campus Beautification Day (see article).
to the former AFE Rheinstein Family for giving their piano to us for the
Multipurpose Room and donating supplies and books. 
to Barak Wouk for teaching a phenomenal Sustainable Design course that inspired
students to create projects to beautify our campus and benefit the environment. 
to former AFE parent Suzanne Wouk for her donation of Rosetta Stone language
learning programs for Hebrew and Thai.
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Student Showcase
Poems by Rosalie

Sprinting Snow 
Wolf pack sprints through snow 

Howling and teasing the elk 
Sharp claws glint silver 

Creamy and Crunchy 
Rice cake crackling 

Smeared with smooth, crunchy, butter 
Warm in my cold hands 

Sunday Lemon 
The lemon bursts forth 

Quenching that hot July day 
Dripping down Sunday

 



Copter Kid

Wade Dennis learns the controls on his new quadcopter over winter break on the Laguna
Salada in Mexico. Click for larger image. 
 

No Gap Between You and Me 
a speech by Maddy Stafford
Hi, I’m Maddy. This drawing is a visual representation of my
project to show people that everyone wants to be happy and no
one wants to suffer. My project is called The Gap Between You
and Me, I want to show that every single sentient being’s wish
for happiness is just as strong as yours, that they are all trying
their hardest to achieve happiness, just like you.  
   The point of helping people see this is that it would change how people see each other. If
we changed our minds and truly believed that everyone wanted happiness just as much as
we do it would positively change how we treated others. We wouldn't be able to see others
as deserving anything other than happiness because we would see that they have to same
wish to not suffer that we have. [Click here to continue reading and see full-size artwork.]
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Around Town
Physics and Chemistry
Fun with Irvin
Outdoor Science Education is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit that focuses on science education and
welcomes donations. Our highest goal is to teach science fundamentals and instill an
interest in science. This award winning nonprofit teaches 3 science programs for grades 2-



11 and offers educator workshops. Student programs include series of classes during the
day or afterschool, 5 weeks of summer field trips, and a week of backpacking in Yosemite.
The curriculum is student centered with activities based on active, fun and encouraging
hands-on learning activities and experiments. For more information contact Irvin at
info@osefun.com or 831-419-2147. 
 

Gracie Bullyproof
at Gracie Jiu‐Jitsu Santa Cruz
In the Gracie Bullyproof program, our goal is to instill in your child unshakable confidence
so they can overcome bullies without violence. Due to the non-violent nature of the
techniques, CNN, ABC, NBC, and Oprah have featured the Gracie Bullyproof program as
one of the few effective counter-measures to bullying for children between the ages of 5
and 13. Learn more at gracieacademy.com. 
 

Girls Leadership Institute
Gateway School is pleased to once again bring the Girls Leadership Institute to Santa Cruz
for a series of workshops with the families of girls in grades 2-5 in February and March.
GLI is a national organization that offers courses for girls and their parents to build
emotional intelligence, and was co-founded by Rachel Simmons, author of Odd Girl Out
and The Curse of the Good Girl. 
   In the these workshop, parent-daughter pairs learn about identifying healthy
relationships, finding their voices, and communicating more effectively. Girls also develop
resilient responses to conflict, drama, challenges, and mistakes. The program is
interactive, fun, and enlightening, and it's also a great opportunity to gain insight and spend
time with your daughter in a new and different way.  
   All registration, program, and payment information can be found at the GLI website.
Gateway receives no compensation and is acting as the host site for the program at no
cost to the Girls Leadership Institute because we believe in the work that GLI is doing.

2nd & 3rd graders: Nine tools for true friendship.
4th and 5th graders: Say how you feel. Ask for what you need.

13th Annual Bookshop Santa Cruz Short Story
Contest
Tell Us a Story Bookshop Santa Cruz is looking for original fiction of no more than 1,200
words. We are not looking for any particular theme or style--just some great writing. This is
our chance to help showcase local talent! 
FIRST PRIZE: SuRaa Fiction Award $250 cash, a $100 Bookshop gift certificate, and
publication in our newsletter, Readers, (with a circulation of 12,000) and on our website. 
SECOND PRIZE: $100 Bookshop Santa Cruz gift certificate 
THIRD PRIZE: $50 Bookshop Santa Cruz gift certificate 
DEADLINE FOR ENTRIES IS FEBRUARY 15TH 
Read more about the Short Story Contest 
 

Math Circle



Registration for the next session of the Santa Cruz Math Circle is now open. The Winter
2016 session will run 6 weeks starting Sunday February 14th and finishing Sunday, March
20th. AND, we are working on a day-long Math Festival that we hope to host in
May! Registration for the Math Circle has changed. We are accepting registrations on a
first-come, first serve basis and no longer require an application. To complete the
registration process, fill out the registration form and pay tuition online. The deadline is
Sunday February 7, 2016. 
 

Children's Discovery Museum of San Jose 
Monthly Homeschool Discount Days  
Feb 3rd, March 2nd, April 6th, May 4th, June 1st  
If there are fewer than 10 individuals in your homeschool family, Homeschool Discount
Days are your opportunity to visit the Museum and take advantage of discounted
admission ( $7 vs $13 for adults and children) normally reserved for groups of 10 or more.
To receive discounted admission, you must enroll as a homeschool family with Children’s
Discovery Museum a minimum of 2 weeks in advance. Offer restricted to California
residents. 
   Enrolled homeschool families are eligible for discounted admission on all Homeschool
Discount Days; no reservations are required. More details here. 
 

Maker Faire
Friday, May 20, 2016 at 1:00 PM to Sunday, May 22, 2016 at 6:00 PM (PDT) 
San Mateo County Event Center 
For more information, click here.
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AFE Parent Club
What's the Parent Club?
The AFE Parent Club financially supports the AFE community. In the past, we have
provided funds to enable or enhance programs, activities, and events. We also help
with supplies and resources. Some of the things that have been supported by the
AFE Parent Club in the past few years include: Theater for all ages, sports teams for
grades 6-12, Clay Studio, Games Group, Economics class for high schoolers, Orff
music for elementary students, family poetry workshops, field trips, staffing for the
resource center. We also have donated supplies for Family Art Night; resources—
books, games, audio CDs, DVDs—for the resource center; classroom supplies for
teacher-led classes; art supplies for the Palazzo Studio; and lots more. 
   The Parent Club relies on donations and fundraising in order to offer support for all
these things. Without fundraising, these programs, classes, activities, and resources
will no longer be available at AFE. Please take the time to see how you can help by
reading and following the Everyday Fundraising Checklist below that will help you
help the Parent Club with as little hassle as possible. 
   Thank you for supporting the AFE Parent Club. We are a 501(c)3 nonprofit!



—The Parent Club Board
 

AFE’s Everyday Fundraiser Checklist
Our ongoing fundraiser are all ways to make money for AFE doing the things you

already do! We believe that if everyone at AFE participated in, and encouraged their

friends and family to participate in these easy programs it will go a long way towards

our fundraising needs.

eScrip and eScrip Online Shopping Mall:

Register online so that a portion of your purchases is donated to

AFE. See details below.
Staff of Life Scrip:

Use Staff of Life Scrip whenever you shop there. See details below.

New Leaf eCard:

Pre-purchase a New Leaf eCard. See details below.

Ask your friends and family to purchase Staff Scrip or eCards from AFE.

Whole Foods Gift Cards:

Buy $100 gift cards to pay for groceries

More information about these and other fundraisers is available on the AFE

Website’s Fundraising page. 

 

Escrip
Escrip is an easy way to donate to AFE. Follow these instructions to get registered:

eScrip:

Register your credit, debit, and grocery cards so that a portion of your

purchases is donated to AFE. Go to www.escrip.com to register your

cards. The AFE Parent Club’s group # is 500007112.

Ask your friends and family to register their cards for AFE.

eScrip Online Shopping Mall:

Sign up and go through the eScrip online portal whenever you shop

online and up to 16% of purchases will be donated to AFE. You can

also sign up for Auto Earn so you don’t have to go through the Mall

every time.

Ask your friends and family to use the Online Shopping Mall portal for

AFE.

Staff of Life Scrip
Please contact Melisa Schwarm to buy Staff of Life Scrip: Use the contact info on the

roster for Otto or send email. I am happy to answer any questions and explain how

you can contribute to AFE fundraising just by using scrip to buy anything from Staff.

There is NO cost to you, the donation to AFE comes from Staff of Life when you use

scrip for your purchases! 

 



New Leaf eCards

Leaf Community Markets offers natural and organic foods and a convenient way to
raise money for our school. Use your eCard when paying for groceries and feel good
knowing you and New Leaf are supporting the education of our children. There are 3
New Leaf stores where your cards will work:

41st. Ave., Capitola
Pacific Ave., downtown Santa Cruz
Fair Ave., on the Westside

There are 3 NL locations your card will NOT work:

Felton
Halfmoon Bay
Boulder Creek

This is how it works... 
Purchase a New Leaf Gift Card (eCard) from me (with a check made out to the
AFE parent club or cash) and a percentage of that amount goes directly back to
AFE:

4% on $50
5% on $100,$250,and $500

You may also order $150, $200, or even $1,000. The amount must be in increments
of $100's or $50's. 
   I will place the order, deliver your card to the RC, and maintain the last 6 digits of
your card number. When you use your card, select gift card as your method of
payment. Once your card is empty don't throw it away. Your card may be refilled with
those 6 digits. 
   Orders will be placed once a month. Please email or call when you are ready to
order or refill your card. Payment must be received ASAP. You can put a check or
cash in the New Leaf envelope at Molly's desk in the resource center. Please make
checks out to AFE PARENT CLUB. 
   This month's deadlines are: [Contact Victoria] 
   Thank you very much for participating, we can use every bit of support right now. 
   Victoria Harder, vlharder@yahoo.com 
 
Whole Foods Gift Cards

The Parent Club sells Whole Foods gift cards for $100 each. The value on the card
is $100 so there is no additional cost to the buyer for supporting AFE. Use the card
to pay for any of your purchases at any of their stores. Please keep the card and
load more money onto it with a check or on-line transfer, up to $400 at a time.   
   AFE gets 3% of the money our community members pay for gift cards and loading
them. If you shop at Whole Foods this is a great way that you can contribute to AFE.
Contact Melisa. 
 
ScripNOW! Electronic Gift Cards



INSTRUCTIONS to sign up & shop the GLSC retailer fundraiser: 
Click here for a list of businesses that offer electronic gift cards & the percentage of

your purchase that will go to AFE.  

 

How to:

Set up your Family Account so that you can get started with this program:

1. Go to www.ShopWithScrip.com and click ‘Register', then click 'Join a Scrip

Program'.

2. Enter our enrollment code (7L9B8E8F45328). By entering this code, your

account will be associated with our non-profit organization so you can begin

earning kickback percentage for AFE!

3. Fill in brief personal information (there is no financial information asked) and

click ‘I Accept.’ 

4. Choose two security challenge questions from the list and provide answers.

5. If you want to pay with a check to the AFE Parent Club then you are done with

the enrollment process and you can start shopping (see instructions below).  If

you want to pay online for faster access to your electronic gift cards, sign up

for “Presto Pay”.

How to:

Shop for electronic gift cards “ScripNow”:

1. Click here for a list of businesses that offer ELECTRONIC gift cards.  

DO NOT ORDER PHYSICAL GIFT CARDS!  Physical gift cards come with an

additional fee to AFE.  (If you want a physical gift card to Whole Foods, Melisa

has those for sale - see above.)  At some point in the future AFE may make a

large order of physical cards from other businesses if we have a high enough

interest to justify the cost.  For now it is ONLY electronic gift cards “ScripNow”

that you can order for yourself online.  If you do want a physical gift card for

Whole Foods, buy that directly from Melisa, NOT online.

2. Open another tab and go to www.ShopWithScrip.com. Click on ‘Shop' at the

top of the page & the alphabet will appear across the top. Clicking on any

letter will take you to the page with all the businesses that start with that letter.

 (There are hundreds & hundreds of retailers in this program but only about

150 of them offer electronic gift cards, so you want the list mentioned above

handy when browsing!)

3. Scroll over the business you’re interested in and click on the exclamation point

to start your order for an electronic gift card from that business. (If the

exclamation point is grey it means that business does not offer electronic gift

cards - refer to the link of businesses that do offer them).  Add the $ amount

you want to buy from that business and click on 'Add to Cart'.  Keep shopping

and adding gift cards to your cart until you have all that you want for now.

4. When you’re done shopping, go to your cart by clicking on it at the top of the

screen.  For Payment Options, if you don’t have a Presto Pay account click

'Check' on the tab above the 'Order Summary' then click 'Submit Order'.

 When I get your check I’ll approve the order and an email will be sent to you



with confirmation your electronic gift certificates are available.

THANK YOU ALL FOR HELPING TO SUPPORT 
THE WONDERFUL PROGRAMS THAT WE LOVE AT AFE!

Newsletter submissions
Parents, staff, and students are encouraged to submit content for our newsletter. The
submission deadline is 1 week before the first day of each month. We especially
need content for AFE News, Homeschool Highlights, Homeschoolers Abroad,
and Student Showcase. If you would like to write a short piece on any
homeschooling-related topic, please do! Email Suki.

Copyright © 2016 Alternative Family Education, All rights reserved. 

Want to change how you receive these emails? You can update your preferences or
unsubscribe from this list. If you are not a current AFE family, please unsubscribe. 


